Blue Jay Corner
Donate to save lives

Sophomore Jackie Bradley runs the 4x100 meter relay. The
relay consists of freshman Catyn Chamberlain, sophomores
Megan Stevens and Jackie Bradley, and senior, Madison Taylor. The girls have worked hard to earn their spots. They are
hoping to look up to last year’s relay and advance past districts. Caption by Kaleigh Farmer. Photo by Amy Skillen.
Left: Shelbie Gaines, Jade Lemmon, and
Kaleigh Farmer represent Rock Port at
the State FBLA Leadership Conference
April 12-14. The girls had just gotten
done having a blast at the FBLA dance
and had to stop at Casey’s to hydrate.
It was really hot at the dance, but that
was because there were so many people.
That’s what made it so fun though. Kaleigh and I were voting delegates, and
Shelbie was a competitor in the Business
Communications program. Besides attending the dance, the girls
also attended several interesting workshops and a college fair. This
year state FBLA had a new location. Instead of Columbia the girls,
along with their chaperone Cindie Gaines, were able to have an
adventure in Springfield. Caption by Jade Lemmon.

By Jamie Lansdown
Are you an organ donor? In
the United States today there
are more than 120,000 people
who need organ transplants.
Thousands of people each year
die waiting for an organ to be
donated to them. You can help
lower those numbers by just
saying “yes” when asked, “Do
you want to be a donor?” This
is a decision that you make in a
quick second, but it is an important one; it can make or break
someone’s life.
I can think of many reasons
people should become donors.
Five reasons include the following: people truly need these
life-changing gifts, it’s free to
register and donate your organs
and tissues, you never know
when you or your loved one
might end up on the waiting list,
you can give people the ability
to be mobile, and you can give
life, even in death.
Many people say “no” to being a donor because of all the
myths they hear.
• Myth: “If I agree to donate
my organs, the hospital
staff won’t work as hard to
save my life.”
• Fact: The hospital has to try
to save you; they are focusing on saving your life, not
harvesting you for organs.
• Myth: “Rich and famous
people go to the top of the
list when they need a donor
organ,”
• Fact: Rich and famous
people don’t get put at the
top of the list. It only seems
that way due to paparazzi.
When people think about becoming a donor they don’t think
much about the benefits you get
from being a donor. One benefit is that you can be the one to
comfort a grieving family. It is
always difficult to lose a loved
one, and many grieving families of organ donors can take
comfort in the fact that their
loss may help to save or improve the lives of others.
When you are thinking about
being a donor, think of all the
lives you could save even
though one is being lost. Just
think about the 120,000 people
who could have been saved if
someone would have just said
“yes” to becoming a donor.
Help save the people who are in
need of organs and tissues when
you don’t need them anymore.

jacobmasonbrink
Senior 2015

Favorite Food: Pizza
Favorite Movie: “Dazed and Confused”
Favorite Song: Your Love by The Outfield
Future Plans: Attend NWMSU to teach
Physical Education
Favorite sport to play? Why? “Golf because I like to think I’m good.”
Favorite think to do: Hang out with
friends.
Middle Name: Robert
Most embarrassing moment: “One time I
left my car running for first and second hour
[because] I was running late.”
Where were you born? Fairfax
Advice to underclassmen: “Don’t take a
moment for granted; four years fly by.”
Something most people don’t know
about you: I hate Phil Simms.
By Dayle Davis.
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cook

Senior 2015

Middle Name: Nicole
Favorite Food: Chicken and Shrimp Carbonara
Favorite Color: Orange
Favorite Vacation Location: Myrtle Beach
Favorite Music Genre: Country
Favorite Disney Character: Eeyore
Favorite Movie: Christmas Vacation
Role Model: Uncle Ron
One Word to Describe Yourself: Perfectionist
Pet Peeve: When people don’t have common
sense
Biggest Fear: Not being able to bear kids
Advice to Underclassmen: Ignore the
people that don’t care about you and put everything you have into the ones that do.
Future Plans: Attend Peru State College
By Amber Cook

destany

mass
Senior 2015

Where were you born?
Offut Air Force Base Hospital
Middle Name: Marie
What are your plans after high school?
Graphic Designing
What are you looking forward to most
about college? “New freedoms and a
chance to really be myself.”
Favorite thing to do: Writing
Favorite Food: Sushi
Favorite Movie: “The Princess Bride” and
“Breakfast Club”
Something most people don’t know
about you: “...most people don’t know
how much I depend on music.”
Favorite Song: “Take Me to Church” by
Hozier
By Montana Martin
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lee

Senior 2015

Future Plans: Bachelor of Science Degree
in Professional Flight
Favorite Movie: The Wolf of Wall Street
Favorite Food: Chicken alfredo
Advice to Underclassmen: “Procrastination is a talent, don’t let anyone (parents,
teachers, life coaches, God) tell you otherwise.” -Thomas Hand
Favorite Vacation Spot: California
Most Embarrassing Moment: “Getting
caught singing to Jordyn in Mr. Skillen’s
class.”
Where Were You Born: Saint Luke’s Hospital in Kansas, City, MO
Middle Name: Michael
By Jackie Bradley

