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By Mackenzie Lager
The newest and most challenging policy change for students to handle is the new phone
policy. The new phone policy
states that cell phones, ipods,
and other personal electronics
will not be allowed to be used in
the school building during normal school day, 8:00a.m-3:07
p.m. While students can text
between classes and at lunch,
many have struggled with not
being able to have their phone
on them all the time.
High school history teacher
Thomas Herron said, “Though
maybe not perfect, the policy
has helped in class and incidents, between students. Being
disconnected more is a beneﬁt
for all.”
“I think the policy is a little
extreme, but it is easy for me to
follow because before this policy was in place I wasn’t on my
phone a lot during the school
day like most students were,”
said junior Max Jackson.
Freshman Sara Newbanks,
who moved to Rock Port her
seventh grade year, said the new
policy is still more lenient than

Diﬀerent celebrations for diﬀerent souls
By Darius Skillen
Thanksgiving is sometimes an
under-appreciated holiday. It is
a day to recognize everything
one is thankful for.
“Yes, I think a lot of people
get in a hurry to move onto
Christmas instead of taking advantage of the great opportunity
to spend time with family and
eat great food,” Amy Skillen,
faculty member, said.
Some students at Rock Port
High School start preparing for
Christmas as soon as Halloween is over. Others take time
to celebrate Thanksgiving and
wait until after the holiday to
start getting into the Christmas
spirit.
“I wait [to get in the Christmas
spirit] because Thanksgiving is
a holiday and I like fall. I decorate for Christmas the day after
her former schools.
While the new policy has
taken some getting used to,
students have adapted to being
more “unplugged” than they
were the last few years.
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By Rachel Vogler
For Rock Port students, the
ﬁrst semester of the 2019-2020
school year is quickly coming
to a close. With homecoming
falling on just the third week of
the school, it felt like we were
further through the year than we
actually were.
The students have already had
a busy year ﬁlled with several
educational trips and organizational conventions. Freshmen
through juniors took trips to
help get ideas of future careers
they might want to pursue. The
freshmen went to the career
fair held at the city park while
the sophomores went to career
day in Saint Joseph. The juniors went to a career day that
was hosted by Atchison County
Development Corporation and
traveled to diﬀerent businesses
across Atchison County
Student Council hosted the
annual Veterans Day Assembly with Todd Stevens as the
speaker. Before the assembly,
veterans visited with the sixth
graders, who fundraise for the
Atchison County Memorial
Building every year.
On December 6, many Rock
Port students gained ﬁrst-hand
history experience: the sophomores went on a ﬁeld trip to the
National World War I Museum

and Memorial, and the seventh
and eighth graders had a guest
speaker who is a historian of
both World Wars.
FCCLA took four of their six
oﬃcers to National Fall Convention held in Dallas, while
the FFA chapter took four members to National Convention in
Indianapolis.
In regards to fall athletics, the
cross country team sent Aubrey
Watkins and Rebekah Lucas to
state, where Aubrey brought
home a medal. The volleyball
team became conference and
back-to-back district champs to
wrap up their season.
The band had a busy fall with
several parades and parades and
ﬁeld shows at Trenton and Carrollton, although Clarinda was
canceled due to weather.
The National Honor Society
inducted 10 new members in
early October. The night consisted of the induction ceremony where students received
their certiﬁcates, followed by
treats and snacks for the members and their families.
As the semester draws to a
close, high school basketball
and wrestling are just beginning. The students still have so
much to look forward to but are
hoping the remainder of their
year continues to ﬂy by.

Thanksgiving,” Morgan Lingerfelt, senior, said.
“We have our decorations up
before Halloween,” Brecken
Kelly, freshman, said.
“[I wait to get in the Christmas
spirit] because it’s not Christmas yet,” Aricin Weber and
Jaylynn Garst, seventh graders,
said.
“[I think Thanksgiving is under appreciated] because it’s a
lot of good food,” Aidan Burke,
freshman, said.
“[I get in the Christmas spirit
early] because it’s my favorite
time of the year and it makes me
happy. I just love Christmas,”
junior Gabriel Abbott said.
“I think that I listen to Christmas music early because
[Christmas] is a giving time, but
Thanksgiving is also a giving
time. Both holidays just make

By Anneliese Clauson

me really happy,” Makenna
Farmer, junior, said.
“I skip being in a Thanksgiving mood because I only have
one big gathering without many
of my close family members.
But I am thankful for those I
celebrate with,” Kate Ottmann,
sophomore, said.
“[I get in the Christmas spirit
before Thanksgiving] because it
makes everyone happier when
they get in the Christmas spirit,” Aubrey Watkins, sophomore, said.
“[I get in the Christmas spirit
right after Halloween] because
it makes me happy,” Macie
Hale, sophomore, said.
“I have to wait until after
Thanksgiving. I am a one-holiday-at-a-time girl. I do not like
to rush through life,” Rachel
Jenkins, faculty member, said.

